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THE COMPOSITION OF CERTAIN
SECRET REMEDIES.

IX.-REMEDIES FOR BALDNESS, TO BE TAKEN
INTERNALLY.

DURING recent years the number of preparations put for-
ward for the cure of baldness has been Increased by a new
class, those, namely, which axe not applied locally but
taken internally. The most widely advertised of these is
the' one known as "capsuloids"; these are manufactured
by the Capsuloid Company, Limited, 47, Holborn Viaduct,
London, E.C.
The price is Ze. Ad. per box containing 36 capsuloids.
On the outer package it is stated that-
Our special prooess used in making Capsuloids Is never used

and never has been used outside our laboratory. It is known
only to The Capsuloid Company Ltd., and has never at any
time been communicated'to any other person or firm. This
mnaterial is then enclosed in little pear-shaped gelatine capsules
whiah are made-of the finest and purest gelatine. As a result
of our special process, C(apsuloids have that particular and re-
markabie effect,.upon the hair through the medium of the
bloodwlioh is so well .and widely known. There is no other
preparation which possesses anything like the same effect.
Capsuloids not only cause the death of those harmful germs

which we have proved to be the cause of falling out and pre-
maturely grey hair, but they also restore the injured growing
cells of the hair roots, and nourish them, and cause them to
niultiply so that the roots- beoome firm and grow rapidly, pro-
ducing thick and luxur.iant hair, and where there has been
premature greyness, it is also cured. Recent scientific in-
vestigation has definitely proved this, and has demonstrated
that hair cannot be made to grow by using external
preparatione.

Directions. To stop falling out of the hair and to restore
Aheooolour to prematurely grey hair, adults should take two,
or in very severe cases, three oapsuloids before eating or with
the first part of each meal, three times daily. The dose for
younger persons is one or two with each meal. Capsuloids
never cause constipation or indigestion, nor do they in any way
upset the stomach, or any part of the system.
A booklet of twenty pages is enclosed in the package,

In.which the above statements are repeated and further
elaborated with the aid of a diagram of the root of a hair,
with blood vessels, oil gland, "growing cells containing
harmiul germs," etc.
The capsuloids proved on examination to be elongated

gelatine capsules containing a dark material, the average
contents -of one weighing 3.4 grains. The material
yielded 32 per cent. to a solvent suitable for extracting
tats, and this portion proved to be a mixture of about
equal parts of a- neutral oil and a fatty acid, agreeing in
their characters with olive oil and olelc acid, respectively..
Extraction of the residue with alcohol then removed
10 per cent. of an aromatic balsamic substance, generally.
resembling Peruvian balsam, but lighter in colour; a m1x7i
ture cf equal parts of Peruvian balsam and purified storax'
gave a practically identical substance. The residue,
insoluble in both solvents, was a red-brQwn powder, which
was found by its characters to be dried haemoglobin.
Careful search was made for arsenic, alkaloids, and other
ingredients, but nothing else was detected. The results
Indicated the following formula tor the contents of the
capsules:

Haemoglobin. 1 97 grain
Olel acid } of each . 0.54 ,
'Balsam of' Peru1
Purified storax of ach . 0.17.l

In one capsule.
Estimated cost of materials for .contents of [thirty-six

capsules, one penny.
Other articles similar.to the above appear to be largely

sold. The following particulars are taken from price lists
and advertisements intended 'for, retail chemists; as
haemoglobin is referred to as the principal constituezdt
in each case, they were not submitted to analysis.
I X" Capsulated Haemoglobin Ovals for the Hair. Contain;
2i grains of Pare Haemog1obin." Supplied by A. H. Cox
and Oo., Brighton, labelled with name and address of,
retailer. Wholesale priee: Tubes of twenty*flve, '4s. per:
dozen.
*Previous articles of this series were published in the followringissues ofDthe BRITISH MEDICAL JOUJRNA: 1904, vol. ii, p. 1585; 119,8

voL. ii, pp. 27, 1645; 1907, vol. i, p. 213; vol. ii, pp. 24, 1E0, 209, 393, 530,
1653..

"Capsules for the Hair. When falling out or turning
premnaturely grey, these capsules by enriching the blbod
make the hair glossy, luxuriabt, and full of vitality."
These ate not described on the package as containing
haemoglobin, but'are quoted in the price list as " Haemo-
globin flair Capsules." Supplied by the Standard -Pill
and Tablet Co., Hove. "Store price, is. 6d." Wholesale
price, 7s. per dozen packages.
"Soluble Capsules of Haemoglobin. A natural hair

food. Produces Healthy, Strong, and Luxuriant Hair."
Supplied by R. Ferber-and Co., 191, Southwark Bridge
Road, London, S.E. Wholesale price: Boxes of thirty-six,
5s. 9d. per dozen."

THE SOCIAL CONDITION OF WORKING-CLASS
FAMILIES IN DUBLIN.,

MR. T. J. STAFFORD, d.B., F.R.O.S.I., Medical Commis-
sione,r, Local Government Board of Ireland, and Mr. 0. D.
La Touche have prepared a report embodying the result of
their researches Into the social conditions and domestic
economy of a number of working-class families in Dublin.
The information has been obtained In a very compIete'
way, actual dietaries have been taken and worked oot in
grams of protein, carbohydrate, and fat; and these figures
have been reduced to their food values in calories, and
tabulated along with the actual cost of the materials. p
Of these tables, the first deals with 1,254 families, with

special reference to their housing accommodation. These
families are not chosen from the very poorest class, but
are taken as typical of the average conditions of a working-
class district in the city, yet only some 12. per cent. have
housing accommodation which can be regarded as sAtis-
factory in respect of air space, sanitation, and cleanliness.
Almost 60 per cent. of these families occupy single-room
tenements, but In these cases the amount of air space is
not always bad, as many tez1ement houses In Dablin are
houses once occupied by the wealthy classes, and the
rooms are large and lofty. The sanitary arrangements,
however, are found to be unsatisfactory in' no legs than
87 per cent. of all the caseb ihvestigated. This is not to.
be wondered at when it ls shown that a single watereloset
has to serve, on an average, 4.68 families.
The remaining tables are devoted to an elaborate

analysis of the incomes, expenditure, and dletary of
twenty-one families, of which records were obtained for
reriods of from four to ten weeks, the average period being
6.33 weeks. The average-weekly earnings of these families
amount.to £1 3s. 2*d., which glyes an Income of 5s. 0-8d.
a head, but there are ten -families in the list with Incomes
under L1 a'week, and one case in which a charwoman and
two children subsist on an average income of 7s. 7id. a
week. Taking the total figures, it is found that 98.35 per
cent. of the earnings are spent, and even the remalilaSg
1.65 per cent. which is saved is accounted for by eleven
families, the other ten, or very nearly* 50 per cent., show-
Ing a deficit on their budgets. In six of these cases, one
of the items of expenditure is " Pawn-office and loans."
Of the total expenditure, 68.38 per cent. is absorbed, by
food, and 14,1 per cent. by rent, leaving little margin for
fuel, light, clothing, etc. Obviously recreation in the
ordinary sense of the word can have no place in the great
majority of these lives.
The average weekly expenditure of! these twenty-one

families on food works out at 13s. 3id., for which is
obtained an average of 98.52 grams of protein per man per
diem (consumption by women and children having been
reduced to fractions of the average consumption of a man).
If, however, the families of unskilled labourers only-be
taken, the amount spent weekly falls to lOs. 4d., and {he
amount of protein obtained to 80.6 grams per man a day.
One of the columns in Table It shows the ratio of income
to the "Poverty line" as estimated byg Mr. Rowvntree.
This " Poverty line " is adopted as a matter of convenience,
although, as the authors point out,'it is open' to criticism
on account of its " arbitrary and speOulative' character."
Taking it for what it- is worth, however, the iable shows
that twelve out of these twenty-cne families fall below the
mtnimum iacomne which may be regarded as necessary to
procure them the snidplest necessities 'of 1116. Thiscla-ss
below the line consists mainly of the families of unskilled
labourers,. and in only one-case does an unskilled labourer
manage to keep above the line. -but' the main factor in


